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It is rear to hear the two words ‘Civil Peace’ together. It is often either ‘Civil War or maybe ‘Civil Chaos. This is because people often remember the times of war but rarely do they remember the times of peace. Chinua Achebe’s “Civil Peace” is a story about people going through sufferings and not forgetting what is most important. Civil Peace is a story set in the early 1970s in Nigeria. The country had experienced Civil War in the late 1960s that had left the country in turmoil. When the war begun, Nigeria’s armed forces were unprepared and less skilled, so for the first few years of the war, Nigeria was in turmoil. It wasn’t until the government in Nigeria reconciled their armed forces that the country became stable. Civil peace begun right after the war when Nigerians started rebuilding their nation.  
From this story, Achebe helps us to understand the legacy of colonialism in Africa. African authors in Achebe’s time often wrote stories that touched about the society during the colonial era. And Achebe was one of the prolific writers of this time who wanted the society to understand the effects of colonialism and imperialism in Africa. With reference to British products like Biro pens and Bournvita drinks in this story, Achebe wants us to know that colonialism had affected many African societies, which continue to suffer until now. Achebe attributes some responsibility for the Civil War itself to a colonial legacy which robbed many African nations of the opportunity to practice self-rule. In this way, Achebe’s short story “Civil Peace” depicts a society struggling with the long-lasting effects of European colonialism and imperialism.   
Generally, Chinua Achebe’s short story “Civil Peace” depicts both a family and community’s response to the devastations as a result of many years of war in a country. Achebe’s tale gives hope to family and community after war but suggests that even though political settlements are realized after war, people are not completely resolved in the wake of the war. In a society after war, civility is often short in supply: people continue to deceive and bully for the quest of realizing peace. Achebe challenges us to understand peace after war, and to understand the enduring lessons of war, by having us look at the life of Jonathan Iwegbu in the aftermath of war. 


